Lrotaen
to the Inquisition itself, he must forthwith go and denounce him-
self, if he suspect that any has heard him. ... It is a terrible and
fearful thing to be there even once, for you have no advocate,
while they are prosecution and judges at once.' Speaking of its
attitude to the native inhabitants, he states that though not sub-
ject to its jurisdiction unless they turned Christian, they might be
arrested should they be accused of hindering one of their fellows
from professing Catholicism. *It would be impossible,' he con-
cludes, *to calculate the numbers of all those put to death.' To
ascertain this, the records were examined in the middle of the
nineteenth century by Jose da Fonseca, author of the above-men-
tioned Sketch of the City of Goa, but he was unable to make a
complete computation. He found, however, that seventy-one
autos-da-fe were held between 1600 and 1775, and that the number
of persons burnt averaged twelve on each occasion, which gives an
estimated total of eight hundred and fifty-two.
There exists an inside account of an auto-da-fe at Goa written
by a Dr. Dellon. It is contained in his book Relation de VInquisi-
tion de Goa, published in Paris in 1688, and translated into
English the same year. The events it describes took place between
1675 and 1676, some sixty years after Pyrard had left Goa, but the
tribunal had not changed in the interval, and the Relation pro-
vides with approximate accuracy a picture of an auto-da-fe in the
first quarter of the century.
Dr. Dellon, who was a French traveller of twenty-four, was
staying at Daman one of the forts north of Goa, when he was
arrested on 24 August 1675. He had offended the Governor, Dom
Manuel Hurt ado de Mendoza, by visiting his mistress. And he
had imprudently made critical remarks about the Inquisition,
and about matters of faith, such as baptism and the adoration
of images, which those who heard them considered heretical,
though he, also a Catholic, believed them justified by the theolo-
gical books it was his hobby to read. These lapses gave Dom
Manuel his chance of revenge. The Commissary representing the
Inquisition at Daman was informed and a Familiar was sent to
take him into custody.
His book provides a very full account of the dreadful misadven-
tures which then befell him. To relate them in detail here is
tempting., but would overbalance our narrative, and only his de-
scription of the auto-da-fe itself can be given. After two years in a
cell of the Inquisition at Goa to which he had been removed from
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